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2025 5-Star       Staff Picks 
 
 

          
 
 

FICTION / MYSTERY / SCIENCE FICTION: 
 
 

The Academy / Elin Hilderbrand (2025) 
Alchemised / SenLinYu (2025) 

All the Sinners Bleed / S.A. Cosby (2023) 
Angel Down / Daniel Kraus (2025) 

Before We Were Yours / Lisa Wingate (2017) 
The Berry Pickers / Amanda Peters (2023) 

The Bullet That Missed / Richard Osman (2022) 
Circe / Madeline Miller (2018) 

A Drop of Corruption / Robert Jackson Bennett (2025) 
The Frozen People / Elly Griffiths (2025) 

Glass Houses / Louise Penny (2017) 
Hungerstone / Kat Dunn (2025) 

I Hope You Remember / Josie Balka (2025) 
The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue / V.E. Schwab (2020) 

The Irresistible Urge to Fall For Your Enemy / Brigitte Knightley (2025) 
James / Percival Everett (2024) 

The Kamogawa Food Detectives / Hisashi Kashiwai (2023) 
Kingdom of the Blind / Louise Penny (2018) 

The Last / Hanna Jameson (2019) 
Lost Ark Dreaming / Suyi Davies Okungbowa (2024) 

The Man Who Died Seven Times / Yasuhiko Nishizawa (2025) 
The Man Who Died Twice / Richard Osman (2021) 

Marble Hall Murders / Anthony Horowitz (2025) 
Menu of Happiness (Kamogawa Food Detectives #3) / Hisashi Kashiwai (2025) 

My Friends / Fredrik Backman (2025) 
 
 

          

https://find.minlib.net/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4147447
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43559694
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43558653
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41694016
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43506987
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b36263242
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42089797
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41193246
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b37181646
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43140865
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43492721
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b36391529
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b4309322x
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43597415
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b39368130
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43514558
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42215444
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42213952
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b37641785
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b38190862
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42374674
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43607378
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b40157933
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43116668
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43634229
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43210156
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2025 5-Star       Staff Picks 
 
 

          
 
 

FICTION / MYSTERY / SCIENCE FICTION: 

 
The Night Circus / Erin Morgenstern (2011) 

North Is the Night / Emily Rath (2025) 
The Ones That Got Away / Stephen Graham Jones (2010) 

Picks and Shovels (Martin Hench, #3) / Cory Doctorow (2025) 
Remarkably Bright Creatures / Shelby Van Pelt (2022) 

So Far Gone / Jess Walter (2025) 
Someone You Can Build a Nest In / John Wiswell (2024) 

Sorcery and Small Magics / Maiga Doocy (2024) 
The Spear Cuts Through Water / Simon Jimenez (2022) 

Starter Villain / John Scalzi (2023) 
The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry / Gabrielle Zevin (2014) 

The Tainted Cup / Robert Jackson Bennett (2024) 
Talking to My Father’s Ghost: An Almost True Story / Alex Krokus (2025) 

Thornhedge / T. Kingfisher (2023) 
Three Bags Full / Leonie Swann (2006/2025) 

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow / Gabrielle Zevin (2024) 
The Watchmaker of Filligree Street / Natasha Pulley (2015) 

We Solve Murders / Richard Osman (2024) 
When the Moon Hatched / Sarah A. Parker (2024) 
When the Wolf Comes Home / Nat Cassidy (2025) 

The Widow / John Grisham (2025) 
The Widow's Husband's Secret Lie / Frieda McFadden (2024) 

Wild Reverence / Rebecca Ross (2025) 
Winter's Orbit / Everina Maxwell (2021) 
Woodworking / Emily St. James (2025) 

You Are Fatally Invited / Ande Pliego (2025) 

 

         

https://find.minlib.net/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4147447
https://catalog.minlib.net/Record/.b2903719
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43035061
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b28904710
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43029504
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b40511376
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43300042
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42334147
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42871542
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41076059
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41991655
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b31216249
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42269179
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43613767
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41899222
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b24853057
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b40833999
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b32348058
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42630745
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42626092
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43249541
https://catalog.minlib.net/Record/.b4360581
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43083559
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43558859
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b39658922
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43153550
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43066410
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NON-FICTION: 
 
 
 

All the Beauty in the World: The Metropolitan Museum of Art and Me / Patrick Bringley (2023) 
Baking Yesteryear: The Best Recipes from the 1900s to the 1980s / B. Dylan Hollis (2023) 

Endurance: The Discovery of Shackleton's Legendary Ship / John Shears (2024) 
Everyday Dinners: Real Life Recipes to Set Your Family Up for a Week of Success /  

Jessica Merchant (2021) 
Everything is Tuberculosis / John Green (2025) 

The Feather Thief: Beauty, Obsession, and the Natural History Heist of the Century /  
Kirk W. Johnson (2018) 

Good Inside: A Guide to Becoming the Parent You Want to Be / Becky Kennedy (2022) 
Hype: How Scammers, Grifters, and Con Artists Are Taking Over the Internet―and Why We're Following / 

Gabrielle Bluestone (2021) 
John and Paul: A Love Story in Songs / Ian Leslie (2025) 

Just My Type: A Book About Fonts / Simon Garfield (2011) 
Kuleana / Sara Kehaulani Goo (2025) 

Mother, Can You Not? / Kate Siegel (2016) 
New England Soups From the Sea / Craig Fear (2022) 

The Quiet Damage: QAnon and the Destruction of the American Family / Jesselyn Cook (2024) 
Rough Sleepers / Tracy Kidder (2023) 

To Those Who Have Confused You to Be a Person / Alia Dastigir (2025) 
The World Record Book of Racist Stories / Amber Ruffin (2022) 

 
 
 

        
 

https://find.minlib.net/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4147447
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41560498
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41999484
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43087164
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b39791452
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43104198
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b3725005x
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41195000
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b39839588
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43303237
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b29081403
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43308508
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b34784809
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b40631266
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42620508
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41348138
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43434563
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41227451
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BIOGRAPHY: 
 
 

Broken Horses / Brandi Carlile (2021) 
Cher: The Memoir. Part One / Cher (2024) 
Frank: The Voice / James Kaplan (2010) 

The House of My Mother / Shari Franke (2025) 
If You Were My Daughter / Marianne Richmond (2025) 

Master Slave Husband Wife / Ilyon Woo (2023) 
Paper Girl: A Memoir of Home and Family in a Fractured America / Beth Macy (2025) 

Sonny Boy / Al Pacino (2024) 
The Stranger in the Woods: The Extraordinary Story of the Last True Hermit /  

Michael Finkel (2017) 
Yoko: A Biography / David Sheff (2025) 

 
 

YOUNG ADULT / CHILDREN’S: 
 
 

The Hollow and the Haunted / Camilla Raines (2024) 
If We Were a Movie / Zakiya N. Jamal (2025) 

The Last Apprentice (complete series) / Joseph Delaney (2005-2014) 
Love / Matt De La Pena (2018) 

Sunrise on the Reaping / Suzanne Collins (2025) 
Where Sleeping Girls Lie / Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé (2024)  

The Witch of Blackbird Pond / Elizabeth George Speare (1958/2011) 
 
 

       

https://find.minlib.net/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4147447
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b39818305
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42950685
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b28396662
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43151334
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43372429
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b41408925
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43558069
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42851142
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b36003669
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43201003
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42954939
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b43293785
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b23478500
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b36819426
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42820741
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b42361102
https://norwood.minlib.net/Record/.b29572733

